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Kuala Selangor kembali Zon Kuning, 4 mukim rekod kes aktif -

Shah Alam: Kuala Selangor kem-
bali memasuki Zon Kuning apa-
bila empat mukim di daerahnya
merekodkan kes aktif COVID-19,
kelmarin.

Berdasarkan maklumat dikong-
si Pasukan Petugas Pencegahan
COVID-19 Selangor (STFC) di la-
man web menteri besan, amiru-
dinshari.com, sehingga jam 12 te-

a

ngah hari kelmarin, daerah itu
merekodkan tujuh kes aktif ba-
haru, sekali gus mengembalikan-
nya ke Zon Kuning.

Empat mukim berkenaan ada-
lah Ijok, Jeram, Kuala Selangor
dan Pasangan.

“Hari ini (semalam) pertamba-
han kes baharu mempengaruhi
demografi kes aktif Selangor;, iaitu

daerah Kuala Selangor kembali ke
Zon Kuning.

“Kami ingatkan berulang kali
bahawa penjarakan sosial, men-
jaga kebersihan diri dan pakai
pelitup muka bukan soal
main-main, ia untuk keselamatan
dan keselesaan anda juga.

“Sekiranya terjadi jangkitan ba-
haru, semua kebebasan ini akan

ditarik balik,” katanya.

Selain Kuala Selangor, daerah
lain masih berada dalam Zon Ku-
ning adalah Hulu Langat (33),
Gombak (14), Klang (11), Hulu Se-
langor (lapan) dan Sabak Bernam
(tiga) dan satu di Sepang.

Petaling masih kekal di Zon Me-

Ahad lalu, manakala Kuala La-
ngat pula mengekalkan status Zon
Hijau sejak 8 Mei.

Sementara itu, lapan kes ba-
haru direkodkan di Selangor kel-
marin menjadikan jumlah kes ter-
kumpul sebanyak 1,644 kes.

Sebanyak 127 kes aktif, 1.450 kes

buh serta 21 kematian dire-

rah dengan per han satu kes
kepada 50 kes berbanding 49 pada

kodkan sehingga kini.

KORPS
TIWGEAT 4, BARGUNAN SULTAN SALIHUDDIN ABOUL ATIZ SHA.
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FO10: SELANGOR ROYAL OFFICE

Sultan Sharafuddin dan Tengku Permaisuri Norashikin.

Sultan Selangor mendoakan

agar frontliners terus tabah

SHAH ALAM - Sultan Selangor, Sultan Shara-
fuddin Idris Shah mendoakan semua petugas
barisan hadapan terus dikurniakan ketabahan
dan kekuatan untuk berkhidmat demi negara.

Baginda menzahirkan titah itu menerusi satu
perutusan istimewa yang dimuat naik menerusi
Facebook rasmi, Selangor Royal Office di sini
semalam.

Sultan Sharafuddin dan Tengku Permaisuri
Selangor, Tengku Permaisuri Norashikin turut
menzahirkan ucapan Selamat Hari Raya Aidil-
fitri khusus buat petugas barisan hadapan yang
berkorban masa dan tenaga demi memastikan
kesihatan dan keselamatan rakyat sentiasa ter-
pelihara.

“Beta dan Tengku Permaisuri Norashikin
ingin mengucapkan Selamat Hari Raya Aidilfit-
ri kepada petugas-petugas di barisan hadapan
(frontliners) khususnya kepada doktor, jururawat
dan kakitangan hospital.

“Beta amat menghargai pengorbanan yang
dilakukan khususnya dalam mendepani risiko
merawat kes-kes jangkitan wabak berbahaya Co-
vid-19 yang masih menular.

“Terima kasih dan selamat hari raya,” titah
baginda.
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Mouth-watering
food choices in
Selangor

— SINCE Ramadan is all
: about kindness and
sharing, many
eateries in
Selangor offer
delivery,
takeaway or
drive-thru
services
throughout
this CMCO
L — period. Various
lw J mouth-watering
5 food selection and
Din Tomyam in Klang:® refreshing beverages
= are being prepared for
their customers all at a
great deal! It’s a perfect time to experience gastro-
tourism by just staying in. So, #stayathome and let
the festivity come to you.

Ramadan Promotion for Hotels and Convention
Centres in Selangor

Enjoy sumptuous dishes that are packed with
flavours brought to you by hotel restaurants and
coffee houses in Selangor.

Ramadan E-bazaar in Selangor

Missing the local chaos and festivities of the annual
Ramadan bazaar? Fret not, as you can have your
local Ramadan bites and kuih fix by ordering
online and having them delivered right to your
doorstep. Besides, Menteri Besar Selangor
Incorporated (MBI) has also initiated an e-Kitchen
Bazaar through several channels.

For more information and a comprehensive
listing, visit the official website of Tourism
Selangor at Selangor.Travel.
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IN SESSION

Kajang Municipal Council ensures social distancing rules
are adhered to while addressing issues of dengue
outbreak and illegal traders at its full board meeting. >4
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More than 3,000 dengue cases recorded in Kajang

By GRACE CHEN
gracechen@thestar.com.my

THE total number of dengue cases
reported in areas under the pur-
view of Kajang Municipal Council
(MPKj) stands at 3,165, with two
deaths as of May 2.

MPKj president Datuk Zulkefli
Khalid, speaking at the council's full
hoard meeting, said of the 53 locali-
ties where the outhreak was detect-
ed, five hotspots (outbreak lasting
for more than 30 days) had been
identified
— Kajang, Sungai Ramal, Balakong,
Dusun Tua and Semenyih.

Although there has been a drop

in cases compared to last year,
Zulkelfli said battling dengue had
been especially challenging this
year due to the Covid-19 crisis.

For example, the council’s dog
catching unit was unable to carry
out operations to round up strays
throughout the movement control
order (MCO) period as they were
deployed for sanitation and crowd
control duties at public areas and
wet markets under MPK].

Other challenges included work-
ers being stopped by certain resi-
dents associations from entering
neighbourhoods to carry out peri-
odic maintenance work such as cut-
ting grass and cleaning drains.

Zulkefli said the council's
Procurement Department would
appoint pest control operators to
address the dengue problem in the
five hotspots.

Once these zones are no longer
classified as hotspots, the operators
will be assigned to other at-risk
areas.

Replying to a question on when

mnd dengue pro-
grammes can take place again,
Zulkefli said the Selangor govern-
ment had already given the green
light for councillors to use part of
their allocations for this purpose.

The issue of illegal traders was
also raised at the full board meet-

ing, with councillors voicing dissat-
isfaction over the rising number of
licensed roadside stall owners rent-
ing out their trading permits to for-
eigners.

Councillor Lee Learn Eng called
these owners “unscrupulous” as
they reaped undeserved profits and
took away the opportunity of earn-
ing a livelihood from locals who
were willing to work.

Zulkelfi said this could not be
allowed to fester and the council
would take action.

The end goal, he said, was to
move roadside hawkers into proper
food courts.

He added that the lack of hygiene

and ing standards, including
control and contact tracing,
at roadside stalls was why the coun-
cil had not given the green light for
them to operate throughout the
MCO and conditional MCO period.

The decision was made after
MPKj enforcement officer noted
that customers at these stalls had
failed to adhere to social distancing.

The full board took place with
only 10 council members present,
while the rest participated through
live stream.

All present were screened at the
entrance and required to enter their
names and contact numbers
through QR code scanning.

NORPG
TIWGEAT 4, BARGUNAN SULTAN SALIHUDDIN ABOUL ATIZ SHA.
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e Authorities: Follow SOP when

NOW that public parks are opento  or contact sports can be carried out  plaints,” he said.

all, Selangor folk are urged to be yet,” he said. MPS will put up signboards at all
disciplined and follow the rules He added that there are thou- parks to remind visitors on what
without having to be warned hy sands of parks and playgrounds in ~ can and cannot be done.

enforcement personnel.
State authorities say they cannot

and it was imp to
station an officer at each park to

“For now, our rules are that visi-
tors can only jog alone and the

station officers to check on park-go-  monitor park-goers. wearing of face masks is encour-

ers at every public park and are Officers will, however, carry out  aged but not compulsory.

asking for their cooperation. regular checks through the respec- “However, social distancing is a
Selangor local govermment, pub-  tive local councils, he added. must and visitors must be responsi-

lic transport and new village devel- Selayang Municipal Council ble to ensure they follow the rules

opment committee chairman Ng

(MPS) corporate communications

at all times,” he said.

Sze Han said joggers must adhere department deputy director Ahmad Visitors are also not allowed to
to the rules laid out by the National ~ Fauzi Ishak said enforcement have any form of group exercise,
Security Council (MKN). officers would be carrying out their  picnics, and all public playgrounds
: “We are following the standard usual scheduled checks on all coun-  are still banned.
- operating procedures (SOP) from cil owned parks. Shah Alam City Council (MBSA)

A few individuals were seen fishing at Taman Tasik Kelana Jay.
observing a safe distance and wearing face mask.

a while

MEN. I urge those who want to go
jogging to follow it too.

“The rules are practicing social
distancing and no group exercises

“We cannot afford to station an
officer there to monitor the area
but we will diligently do checks
and also attend to public com-

corporate communications head
Shahrin Ahmad said only jogging
was allowed and all group activi-
ties or sports were still disallowed.
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exercising outdoors

“We cannot monitor the parks
24(7, so we urge all park-goers to
obey the rules set by MKN and to
always practise social distancing
when jogging,” he said.

Petaling Jaya City Council (MBP])
corporate communications assis-
tant director Ahmad Iskandar
Mohamed Mukhtar said all
park-goers are advised to visit the
park that is closest to their homes
and not visit those located far away
from home.

“Visitors must also always prac-
tise social distancing, put on a
mask if possible and bring with
them a hand sanitiser while jog-
ging.

“Fishing activities are only
allowed if the individual has a
valid fishing pass which is issued

by our Landscape Department.

“Hiking and camping activities at
the Hutan Pendidikan Bukit Gasing
and Urban Park 1-5 are still not
allowed,” he warned.

Subang Jaya Municipal Council
(MPS]) corporate and strategic
management deputy director
Azfarizal Abdul Rashid said it was
impossible to monitor every jogger
at the 566 parks under its jurisdic-
tion.

“We will carry out patrolling
at the parks every morning and
evening. Those who break
the rules will be advised to
either disperse or to adhere to the
rules.

“So far there have been no major
incidents relating to parks and all
are compliant,” he said.

Page 2 of 2
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CLEARING THE AIR

Developer of housing project near Bukit Cerakah
promises to address concerns of residents’ soon >4

By BRENDA CH'NG
brenda@thestar.com.my

WHEN trees were being felled at a
parcel of land earmarked for devel-
opment in Bukit Cerakah, Shah

, residents nearby began to
WOITY.

“I'was in the living room when
heard trees falling and it did not
sound like branches falling off dur-
ing a thunderstorm.

“Land clearing started in March,
a few days before the movement
control order (MCO) was in place. It
then stopped and resumed later,”
said Perdana Heights resident 5.
Yuga.

Yuga, who lives right behind the
said parcel of land, is concerned
nln\.'er some aspects of the land clear-

-4

“1 am not sure if the developer is
aware there is a river behind my
house which leads to a lake, like a
water catchment area,” she said,
adding that rainwater flows from
the river into the lake, preventing
fiooding in the neighbourhood.

With land clearing works going
on, soil and dirt end up in the river
and residents worry it may
the flow of rainwater into the lake,

Apart from this, they are also
concerned about the wildlife in the
Bukit Cerakah forest reserve.

“I see tapirs in the neighbour-
hood. The animal is an endangered
species and have nowhere to go,”
she said.

There are also wild boars and
other wildlife which residents see
occasionally around the area.

Yuga said residents were una-
ware of the type of development
taking place there as no siznboards

obstruct

Page 1 of 1

Land clearing near Bukit
Cerakah raises concerns

Meeting with residents to be
held soon, assures developer

clearing and development should
have only been given after engaging
with residents in the area.

“There are very few forests left in
Selangor and they must be pre-
served for our next generation.

“With this development, wildlife
in the area will migrate due to the
presence of humans, machinery
and pollution,” he said, adding that
this would force animals to move
closer to housing areas, thereby cre-
ating human-wildlife conflict.

He also raised concerns that
workers at the development site
might catch these animals illegally
either for consumption or wildlife
trade.

When contacted, YCH Develop-
ment Sdn Bhd project manager,
who only wanted to be known as
Chai, said the residents’ concerns
would be addressed soon.

“We have planned a meeting with
residents and will also invite rele-
vant government departments such
as Drainage and Irrigation as well
as Shah Alam City Council (MBSA),”
he said.

Chai said work at the site had
[ ed after obtaining all nec-

were put up by the developer.
Pertubuhan Perlindungan
Khazanah Alam Malaysia (Peka)
Selangor chairman Damien
Thanam said approval for land

essary approvals from the various
authorities. However, the MCO
kicked in two days later forcing the
developer to stop work.

The company, he added, obtained
approval to restart work after
applying to MBSA and the
International Trade and Industry
Ministry last month.

“Due to the MCO, we could not
et our signboards done, which is
why there is no signboard provid-
ing information at the site,” he said,
adding the 20.2ha development
consisted of residential landed
properties and there was no project
namme given to-date.

As for wild animals sighted in the
neighbourhood, Chai urged resi-
dents to contact the Wildlife and
National Parks Department
(Perhilitan).

He assured residents that con-
tractors would take proper meas-
ures to prevent soil or other debris
from flowing into the river and lake
throughout the construction.

“We will filter the soil and other
debris before water is channelled
into the river,” he said.

In previous reports, there were
claims that the area in question had
been gazetted as a forest reserve,

Asked about this, Chai said the
area had been degazetted many
years ago.

“When we took over the land in
2011, it had already been degazet-
ted for several years.

“The Forestry Department came
to the site a few times to ensure that
we did not encroach into forest
reserve,” he said, adding that the
boundary was more than 400m
away.

Kota Anggerik assembi!,mz.m

Land clearing
works going on
at a portion of
the land in Bukit
Cerakah for a
residential
project, which
has been
approved by the
authorities.

“The ongoing land clearing is not
illezal. However, the developer
must monitor its contractors closely
to ensure work is done properly,”
he said.

MBSA corporate communications
head Shahrin Ahmad said, “The

Najwan Halimi said the di P
had obtained all the necessary
approvals from the state, MBSA and
other relevant authorities.

“The developer must adhere to
the rules set by the zovernment and
ensure that the issue of river pollu-
tion is addressed properly,” he said
when contacted.

loper has ol 1 the green
light from the city council, Forestry
Department, land office, Selangor
department of environment and
other relevant authorities.

“Developers have to adhere to the

rules and contractors must follow
the standard operating procedure
given,” he added.

NORPG
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Small steps: Two lone
Jjoggers spotted at

Taman Tasik Shah Alam

in the evening during

the conditional MCO. —
IZZRAFIQ ALIAS/The Star »

.‘*

|t \3

Although public parks are now open under the conditional movement
control order, the small crowds seen during checks at facilities in Shah Alam,
Petaling Jaya and Kelana Jaya indicate that park-goers remain cautious

and are obeying the rules in order to stay safe. >2&3
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Mnst of the joggers and walkers at the Tarnan Jaya park in Petaling Jaya seen mthout face mask probably because it is hard to breathe when doing

Regulars glad to be
out in parks again

But some want to wait until restrictions fully lifted

exercise.

Battling*

Covid-19

Stories by BRENDA CH'NG
and SHALENNY CARINO
metro@thestar.com.my

THE YELLOW tape at public parks
has finally been removed after
almost two months’ closure under
due to the movement control order
(MCO).

One would think that regular
jogzers and walkers would imme-
diately fill the parks. However, this
was not so.

StarMetro visited a few parks in
the Klang Valley and found that
there was less crowd at Taman
Tasik Shah Alam, while few people
were seen in Petaling Jaya parks.

Although social distancing was
practised, a majority of them were
not wearing face masks.

Apart from joggers, several fish-
ing enthusiasts were spotted
at Taman Tasik Kelana Jaya.

Happy fitness buffs

Amirul Izzat Hasri, 30, who took
up virtual workout classes from
home with his buddies as an alter-
native during the MCO, said nothing
beats exercising outdoors.

“0n a scale of one to 10, [ would
say a definite 12 in terms of excite-
ment,

“I miss looking at the lush green-
ery, the smiles from people at the
park and above all the i

Plus, the space you have around
you when you are outside is some-
thing to look forward to.

“After being cooped up in a tiny
studio apartment, 1 am dying to run
around the park without having
any fear of running into a wall. The
change of scenery is an added
bonus!” he said.

Customer service representative
Anis Amalina Mustafa, 26, was look-
ing forward to exercising s

Parimalar Devi, 31, said although
excited to go out, her plan is to just
2o for short walks at her apart-
ment's recreational garden when
there are not many people.

“lam glad that Malaysians espe-
cially those who live in small apart-
ments with no extended space to
move around much are all able to
2o out and breathe some fresh air.

“I've been working from home
throughout the MCO, so [ was
always occupied with house chores
or work like Zoom meetings, webi-

She said she had been eating non-
stop ever since the MCO started in
mid-March.

“It’s hard for me to work out at
home, so a chance to go out for a jog
and exercise at the park is great for
me.

“Plus, 1 don’t think I remember
how to interact with people in real
life anymore as 1 have been glued to
my phone and only having virtual
conversations. 1 am so glad that
can finally put my phone down and
2o out even just for a bit.”

nars and replying to emails. I only
managed to do yoga every now and
then to keep my mind in place,” she
added.

‘While the idea of stepping out is
exciting, all three of them have res-
ervations about the loosening of the
restrictions this early given that
there are still daily reported new
Covid-19 cases.

Careful joggers
S. Ravichandran said it was a
huge relief to be able to go back to

his jogzing routine at the park after
two months of confinement.

“1 believe it is safe to carry out
sporting activities as long as that
activity does not include contact
sports,

“However, I don't think it is wise
for sportsmen to put on a mask as
it could cut oxygen supply when
they exercise,” he said, reminding
everyone to maintain a safe dis-
tance from other joggers and not to
chat with others.

“Even now, when I see someone |
know 1 just raise my hands and
exchange a few words at a distance
before continuing with my run-
ning.

Lee Eng Hoe, 73, who suffered
from gout, said his daily walk was
vital as it was a form of therapy.

“I'm so glad the parks are open
now because in the past two
months I had to walk around my
housing area as I cannot not walk
due to my condition,” he said.

Siaw Soon Kuan, 48, is not afraid
of going to the park as he makes it
a point to keep a distance from oth-

Page 2 of 3

'

Amirul says nothing beats
exercising outdoors.

—

Parimalar plans to walk only at her
apartment's recreational garden.

Park-goers seen using face mask
while walking in Taman Jaya.

ers, even if they were his friends.

He added that not everyone has
returned to the park as many were
still afraid of the pandemic.

“I asked some of my regular
friends when they would be
coming to the park, they say they
are afraid and were waiting for
the governument to fully lift the
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Siaw is not afraid of going to the
park as he knows how to keep
a distance from others.

Anis was looking forward to
exercising outdoors.

Norla:la says she will walk in the
park only during non-peak hours

when there is less crowd.

Lee has to walk daily a

from gout.

MBPJ has put up social distancing stickers on benches in Taman
Bandaran Kelana Jaya.

MCO,” he said.

Still refraining from going to the
park for fear of contracting Covid-
19 is 56-year-old teacher Norlaila
Mohamed.

“I've also checked with my regu-

lar jogging friends and all of them
have not returned to the park for
their exercise yet because they are

also scared,” she said, adding that
she heard from others that the
parks were not full.

Norlaila used to ent the
park every evening hefore the MCO
was in place.She said even if she
goes to the park, it would be during
the non-peak hours as a way to stay
away from the crowd.
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